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A model for
living and learning

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132

The campaign for the University of Minnesota Morris

CAMPAIGN PROGRESS REPORT

LOOKING BACK,
LEADING
FORWARD

*

REPORT ON
GIVING 2020

LIFE-CHANGING STUDENT EXPERIENCES

481

scholarship
awards created

OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED

The campaign’s signature scholarship
has been awarded for the first time

TALENTED FACULTY LEADERS

2

endowed
professorships

NEW FUNDS

New funds dedicated to faculty support and development,
faculty-student collaborations, and faculty recogntion

Giving to UMN Morris

HISTORIC FACILITIES

new Edward J. and
Helen Jane Morrison
Performing Arts Center
Nokoomis Niibi
Equay sculpture

Chemistry Instrumentation Account established
Eve and Arthur Kugler Fund for Music
Instruments established
Dacotah Deck created in Cougar Sports Center

FUTURE OF THE REGION
FUNDING COMPLETE:

phase one of community
softball facility is funded, and
construction is underway

FUNDING 40% COMPLETE:

supporting research, programming, and other
activities at UMN Morris’s EcoStation and
EcoCenter facility

A model for living and learning, the campaign for the University of Minnesota Morris and part of Driven: The University of
Minnesota Campaign, comes to an end June 30, 2021.
Thank you, alumni and friends, for your generosity in making the University of Minnesota Morris
a model for living and learning.
*as of September, 2020

In partnership with the University
of Minnesota Foundation, all gifts
designated to UMN Morris are
received by and invested in the
Morris campus. The Foundation
serves as the legal, charitable entity
for the University system.
SUSAN SCHMIDGALL
chief development officer
320-589-6160
sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
BILL ROBB
senior development officer
320-589-6387
billrobb@morris.umn.edu
ERIN CHRISTENSEN ’05
development officer
320-589-6067
erinc@morris.umn.edu
JENNIFER ZYCH HERRMANN ’00
director of alumni engagement
320-589-6048
zychja@ morris.umn.edu
morris.umn.edu/givetomorris

Campus Public Safety has a new addition: Archie, a therapy pup in training. Archie will
support student wellbeing, community partnerships, and more.
The University of Minnesota shall provide equal access to and opportunity in its programs, facilities, and
employment without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, gender, age, marital status, disability,
public assistance status, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

“This scholarship to
me means being able
to pursue my goal in
helping people and
animals by completing
college and becoming
a veterinarian.”

50%
50% OF STUDENTS
PARTICIPATE IN
UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH WITH A
FACULTY MEMBER

University of Minnesota President’s Club

With gratitude, we welcome these new members to the University of
Minnesota President’s Club and recognize those Morris donors who
reached a new giving level.

—Rosa Siquina ’24,
inaugural recipient,
Opportunity Scholarship

Compared to 35% nationally

MORRILL SOCIETY

This year marks our 60th
anniversary, and we couldn’t have

done it without you! By investing in the
promise and potential of the University
of Minnesota Morris, you are providing
life-changing student experiences. You are
supporting groundbreaking research. You
are strengthening rural economies. And you
are building on a legacy 60 years in the
making. You make this campus a model for
living and learning. Here’s to you, and to
the next 60 years!

Fiscal year 2020 highlights:
• 700 new donors to UMN Morris—
an increase of 37% over last year
• The arrival of Archie, the Public
Safety therapy dog
• Funding complete for Phase I of
new community softball facility
• Creation of unique and timely
scholarships addressing racial
and social justice,
sustainability, and the
immigrant experience

2020 Distinguished Alumni Award winner
James “Jim” Odden ’71 is what you might call a
model citizen: an educator, community leader,
and philanthropist. Jim has a long history of
service to his alma mater—he even served on
the Education faculty for a time. So it’s fitting he
would create the Jim Odden Pay It Forward to
Faculty Fund, which provides support for UMN
Morris faculty in their work with students on things
like undergraduate research partnerships. Jim had
the chance to work with UMN Morris faculty as a
student 50 years ago, and it changed his life. Now
his giving makes the same experience possible for
others. “Campus does great things for the students and community,” says Jim. “It
gave me the opportunity to be a leader, and we need to continue that tradition.”

A model for beautiful, smart spaces
A conservative estimate by Professor of
Mathematics Peh Ng puts the number of students
mentored or taught by Professor Emerita Nancy
Carpenter at 7,500. That’s a lot of undergrads.
Working with students is what Nancy loved
best about her job. So, on the occasion of her
retirement, she left them a gift: the Chemistry
Instrumentation Account. Its purpose is to enhance
their learning experience by supporting the repair,
maintenance, and upgrade of instruments within the
Chemistry Discipline. And it’s a gift for the greater
good, too. “Using state-of-the-art instrumentation is
crucial in the work that chemists do every day: it’s
how we solve problems...it’s how we drive forward
in research,” Nancy says. “Since our ‘be all end
all’ is to prepare our students to become creative
problem solvers who can help solve issues that face
our global citizenry, doing this to help them have a
better education impacts everyone.”

Lee Biersdorf

A model for life-changing student experiences

A model for faculty leadership
We’ve all been there: everything

is going along as planned when suddenly
we’re hit with an unexpected expense. For
a college student, an emergency like that
can mean dropping out of college. But now
it doesn’t have to. The Student Assistance
Grants for Emergencies (SAGE) fund is
there for UMN Morris students when
the unexpected happens. It provides
quick-response grants for students
experiencing financial emergencies
that aren’t covered by financial aid and
could otherwise prevent students from
graduating. Grateful for their own
aUMN Morris experiences,
Mary ’95 and Bob McDonald ’92
support SAGE so that today’s
students aren’t forced to interrupt
their educations. “Each college class
has its own unique character and
addition to the community,” they say.
“When those classes are diminished
because someone is forced to
leave, the whole campus shines
less brightly.”

27

STUDENTS RECEIVED
SAGE FUNDS TO ASSIST
WITH FOOD, MEDICAL
BILLS, TECHNOLOGY,
HOUSING, AND OTHER
UNFORESEEN EXPENSES
IN SPRING 2020—
2X AS MANY AS
LAST YEAR

Jeff ’99 and Kristin Kaster
Lamberty ’00 understand
better than most the needs
of UMN Morris students
and the impact private giving
has on student success—in
their work on campus, they
see it every day. Longtime
supporters of the institution,
Jeff and Kristin wanted to
inject new energy into the
community they love at the
launch of the A model for living
and learning campaign. So they
created a new scholarship, the
signature scholarship of this
campaign. Their hope was to
create a lasting point of access,
both for prospective students and
prospective donors, at an important
moment in time. “We focused on
one of the most important things scholarship support can provide: opportunity,” they
say. “It can be an opportunity for the campus community to rally around and support our
students, especially during the campaign. This community is so intertwined: there’s a culture
of supporting the students who bring energy, make this place vibrant, and keep us going.”

Raymond and Robilyn Bowman

A model for regional resilience
Morris Area Schools Softball Coach Mary
Holmberg has two passions: softball and
equity in athletics. For 43 years Mary has
“watched young women mature and become
responsible adults.” Wanting positive
experiences for these athletes—and those
yet come—inspired her gift to the Morris
Community Softball Fund. With her gift,
Mary helps make possible a softball facility
that reflects the level of play of area high
school and college athletes. The fields,
shared by UMN Morris, Morris Area
Schools, and the City of Morris, will be a
community asset and a partnership for
the future. “We are a model for other
communities, where entities can come
together to share expenses and create
top notch facilities for athletes of all
ages,” says Mary. “We are all part of
the Morris community. Initiatives such
as this just makes us all stronger.”

2020 gifts by designation
65% A model for life-changing student experiences
9%

A model for faculty leadership

%

14

A model for beautiful, smart spaces

%

12

A model for regional resilience

85.6

$

MILLION

UMN MORRIS INFUSES $85.6
MILLION INTO THE STATE
ECONOMY EACH YEAR.

2017 Tripp Umbach

James B. and Barbara Gunderson Stowe
HERITAGE SOCIETY
Jerome Anderson
Nicole Barnes
James Kosse
Thomas and Elizabeth Holthaus
Jennifred Nellis
Linda Wilson

2020 donors
68% Alumni
29% Faculty/Staff/Friends
3% Corporations/
		 Foundations/
		 Organizations

The University of Minnesota Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization soliciting tax-deductible private
contributions for the University of Minnesota. Financial and other information about University of Minnesota
Foundation’s purpose, programs and activities can be obtained by contacting the Chief Financial Officer at 200
Oak Street SE, Suite 500, Minneapolis, MN 55455 (612) 624-3333, or for residents of the following states, as stated
below. Maryland: For the cost of postage and copying, from the Secretary of State. Michigan: MICS No. 50198. New
Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION
AND THE PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING
PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/charities. New York: Upon request, from the Attorney General
Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. Pennsylvania: The official registration and

financial information of University of Minnesota Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by
calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia: From the State Office of Consumer Affairs in the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: From the Secretary of State at 1-800332-4483. The registration required by the state charitable solicitation act is on file with the Secretary of State’s office. West
Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State,
State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN
ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW. REGISTRATION IN A STATE DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL,
OR RECOMMENDATION OF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FOUNDATION BY THE STATE.w

